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 Muslim and Christian children to pray together for peace 

This month children in Syria are to meet in mass prayer, to end the óspiral of deathô that is killing hundreds of people in 
rebel-held districts of Aleppo. Christian and Muslim boys and girls in Aleppo will join together to pray for an end to the 
deadly bombing raids, Archbishop Boutros Marayati, head of the Armenian Catholic church in Aleppo, told Agenzia Fides, 
óMany cannot leave Aleppo. New blood will be shed if the powers behind the two warring parties do not decide to really put 
an end to this dirty war.ô The schoolchildren will sign and fingerprint an appeal begging world rulers to put an end to the 
massacres. óBut above all, they will pray. They will pray for all of their peers. And we trust in the fact that children's prayer is 
more powerful than oursô, said Archbishop Marayati. See also article 1 (on the 4-14 window) in the World section. 

Praise: God for this initiative. May many children across the nations join them in this prayer. (Eph.4:3) 

More: http://www.christianheadlines.com/blog/aleppo-muslim-christian-children-unite-in-prayer-to-end-conflict.html 

 

 Trump will recognise Jerusalem as Israelôs capital 

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump recently told Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu that if he is elected 
President, the USA will recognise Jerusalem as the undivided capital of the State of Israel. While Israel calls Jerusalem its 
capital, few other countries accept that, including the United States. Most nations maintain embassies in Tel Aviv. 
Palestinians want East Jerusalem, captured by Israel in the 1967 war, as capital of the state they aim to establish alongside 
Israel in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. During the closed-door meeting, a spokesman said that Trump agreed with 
Netanyahu that peace in the Middle East could only be achieved when óthe Palestinians renounce hatred and violence and 
accept Israel as a Jewish state.ô The Iran nuclear deal, which both parties have criticised, was also discussed. 

Praise: God for all reports that draw attention to the need for unity in Israel, the church and nations. (2Ch.30:12) 

More: https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-netanyahu-discuss-islamic-state-iran-palestinians-meeting-
173832914.html 

 

 God is in the detail 

The daily struggles and snags we get caught up in are a normal part of everyday life; they are part of the imperfect world we 
live in. People let us down or misunderstand us. The things we use don't always work as we want them to and they don't 
last for ever. Yet these everyday problems aren't huge barriers that completely block our way in life; they are more like 
obstacles we can jump over or find a way around. Sometimes, you have a day when everything seems to go wrong, when 
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even the little things seem far worse than they really are. Does God know about these 'little' things? Does He care? The 
Bible says that God can make something good come out of every situation for those who love Him. 

Praise: God for being available and eager to be in every detail of our lives. (Ro.8:28) 

More: http://www.crossmap.com/news/why-things-go-wrong-30906 

 

 

 Day of prayer - Saturday 15 October 

What is Godôs plan in uncertainty? He wants his people to stand together and pray. As we pray and praise, situations 
change. This is a crucial time for the UK: a time of tension, pressure and spiritual opportunity. God wants to bless our 
nations and through us the world but we need to get ready. There is an opportunity this month to stand with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ to worship the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and intercede for our schools, towns and cities to be 
flooded with Godôs purposes and plans: plans beyond our imagination, purposes that He intends for our lives, communities 
and nation. Come to the International Convention Centre in Birmingham on 15 October, from 2:00pm to 6:30pm, to pray for 
Godôs deep blessings of unity, mercy, and reconciliation. You will be standing with key organisations and thousands of 
Christians asking for an extraordinary move of the gospel to set people free and change lives. 

Pray: for this Trumpet Call to be a time of preparation for action. (Joel 3:9) 

More: http://www.worldprayer.org.uk 

 

 Post-Brexit soul-searching 

The shockwaves caused by the Brexit referendum have led to some soul-searching - for religious and non-religious people 
alike. Clarifying what we stand for, as a society, involves thinking about some core values - nationhood, democracy, dignity, 
rule of law, welfare, capitalism, science, human rights, ethics - and we need to start by understanding where they come 
from. As Nick Spencer shows in his new book, The Evolution of the West: How Christianity Has Shaped our Values, the 
deepest values of contemporary, liberal secular society have their roots in Christianity. For the last decade New Atheists 
have argued that the values that many of us hold dear developed despite religion. These arose once we threw off 
Christianityôs malign influence, they claim: the story of Western thought is one of slow but steady secular emancipation. But 
our values were not simply born in the Enlightenment; Christianity has had a key role in the development in all of them. 

Pray: for Brexit decisions to be grounded in Christian values. May our nation follow Godôs paths for us. (Is.30:21) 

More: http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/publications/2016/06/25/the-evolution-of-the-west-introduction 

 

 Veteransô anti-war artwork 

Former British soldiers have responded fiercely to ex-military MPs who attacked their satirical anti-war art project. The ex-
services group accused them of being óself-appointed veteransô championsô who ótrade off the backs of ordinary soldiersô. 
Veterans for Peace UK endorsed the óArmy: Be the Meatô artwork, originally commissioned by military veterans in 2015, to 
highlight issues relating to poor treatment of veterans. However, two former military officers, now MPs, criticised the art in 
the Sun newspaper. It appears neither they nor the paper realised that the project was actually endorsed by hundreds of 
veterans. Dan Jarvis told the paper the display was óextremely disrespectful to our armed forces and utterly unacceptable 
that those who have been injured in military service should be pilloried in this way.ô 

Pray: for an end to misleading political correctness and pro-war agendas. (Eph.6:11) 

More: https://www.rt.com/uk/360793-veterans-art-sun-jarvis/ 

 

 Should Christians practise yoga? 

Should Christians practise yoga? For some it's a non-question: yoga is just a nice way of keeping fit and flexible, with no 
spiritual implications at all. They're perfectly happy to see their church hall hired out to a yoga group. For others, yoga is a 
practice imported straight from Hinduism. At best it's compromising Christian witness and at worst it's a gateway to demonic 
powers. So how do Christians navigate the conversation? And how does the controversy over yoga fit into the wider issue 
about how Christians respond to the alternative spiritualities that seem to be on the rise as institutional religion is declining? 
Ross Clifford and Philip Johnson, authors of Taboo or To Do? said that broadly speaking, óthere are ways of talking to 
people who practise them in a way that builds bridges.ô 

Pray: for the Church to touch those around them searching for spirituality. Ask God to draw people to Himself through 
fundamental preaching of his word followed by Holy Spirit movement. (Jn. 6:44) 

More: http://www.christiantoday.com/article/should.christians.practise.yoga/96488.htm 

 

 Archbishop: stand against antisemitism 

Justin Welby writes: óThe habits of antisemitism have been burrowing into European and British culture for as long as we 
can remember. In Englandôs late mediaeval period, Jewish communities faced constant persecution: Shylock, the villain of 
the Merchant of Venice, was a cliché of his time. By the time Cromwell reopened England to Jewish settlement in the 
1650s, antisemitism had mutated within common parlance and culture. It is a shameful truth that through its theological 
teachings the Church, which should have offered an antidote, compounded the spread of this virus. The fact that 
antisemitism has infected the body of the Church is something of which we Christians must repent. We live with the 
consequences of our history of denial and complicity. The challenge for us is to face the uncomfortable truths of our history, 
and for faith groups to take a lead in being transparent and honest in exposing the hidden recesses of prejudice.ô 

Pray: for antisemitism and racism not to be ignored, but rather vigorously resisted. (Col.3:14) 

More: http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/5773/archbishop-we-must-stand-together-against-
antisemitism 

 
 



 A prayer for our nation 

óFather, we thank you for the Christian heritage of this nation. We thank you for those who have pioneered for 
righteousness and for Your Kingdom to be established in this nation regardless of the consequences. We thank you for the 
sacrifices of those who have given their lives in past seasons, and we declare that their lives still shout out a message of 
life. We pray for a turning in the heart of this nation, a shifting, a moving towards the Father heart of God. We say, let there 
be an awakening, a stirring, a realisation of our dependence upon You. We long for this nation to be united for Your 
purposes, with one God, Christ the Lord, that individuals will live righteously and promote the love of God in their daily lives. 
May we see revival and the laws of our God established within our borders, overturning every ungodly, unclean and 
unrighteous law. May this nation stand again in righteousness and justice, sending to the nations the powerful message that 
Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.ô 

Pray: for a radical move of God across our nation, empowering Christians as never before. (Rev.12:11) 

More: http://passionforthenation.uk/ 

 

 

 Germany: over 50% fear Islamisation 

A study conducted by a polling firm for the Evangelical News Agency found 57% of Germans hold a negative view of Islam 
in their country, including 61% of women and two-thirds of the over-45s. Fear of Islam is particularly strong among Catholics 
at 61.5%, Protestants at 59.6%, and other Christians at 55.5%; also, 57% of non-churchgoers say they fear it. The poll also 
highlighted fear of rising crime as a result of the migrant influx, particularly among the countryôs Jewish population - 92% of 
Jews said they fear attacks. Christians of all denominations believe Germany will be less safe as a result of the migrant 
surge; more than 60% believe crime will rise. In May, Germanyôs interior minister published a report showing migrants 
contributing disproportionately to the countryôs crime figures. 

Pray: for Christians in Germany to take a stand against the fear that hovers over the nation. (1Jn.4:18) 

More: http://www.breitbart.com/london/2016/09/24/half-germans-fear-islamisation-country/ 

  

 Andorra: a hub for laundering money? 

The government of Andorra and its banking authorities said they had no immediate comment on a planned lawsuit by the 
Cierco family against Andorra to be compensated for the loss of its banking assets after the bank which they own was 
identified as a likely hub for the laundering of hundreds of millions of dollars on behalf of criminal gangs. The pending 
lawsuit would seek damages from Andorra for the óindiscriminate and unilateral expropriationô of the bank. The authorities in 
Andorra intervened after criminal investigators from the US treasury department released a report that singled out the bank 
as an óinstitution of primary money laundering concernô for worldwide criminals. The government has imposed limits on 
money withdrawals in order to avoid the collapse of a banking sector that is a cornerstone of Andorraôs economy. 

Pray: for informed investigations of this, and all countries acting as tax havens for criminals. (Pr.11:1) 

More: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/24/business/international/banking-family-plans-to-file-suit-against-
andorra.html?_r=0 

 

 

 Global: focus on reaching young people 

The 4/14 Window Movement is a global missions movement whose aim is to REACH, RESCUE, ROOT and RELEASE 
young people to grab hold of their inheritance in Christ and transform their world through His power. In 1974 Ralph Winter 
called the Church to focus mission efforts on óunreached people groupsô internationally. In 2008 he challenged us to reach 
the worldôs largest unreached people group hidden in every nation - young people aged between 4 and 14 (the ó4/14 
windowô). In 2015 another call went out to the nations for ónurturersô, young people aged 14-22, to take their rightful place in 
serving this next generation by making disciples among the 4/14. Today we pray for a radical global change to the way the 
Church views young people, and responds to their strategic importance and rightful place in His Kingdom. Globally, children 
and youth are currently the most receptive to spiritual and developmental input. 85% of people who make a decision for 
Christ do so between the ages of 4 and 14! 

Pray: for this movement to grow across the nations, releasing and equipping as never before. (Mt.19:14) 

More: http://www.4to14window.com/#414-eng 

 

 USA: faith, love and hope in chaos 

Pastors and faith leaders in Charlotte are offering hope and spiritual healing in the wake of the killing of Keith Lamont Scott, 
a black man shot by a black police officer. Police said a gun was recovered at the scene. His family insists it was a book. 
Violent protests erupted in the city as a result of the shooting. Dot Cannamela lives in the same neighbourhood as Scott, 
and she told CBN News that God protected her by delaying her commute by fifteen minutes that night. óI prayed with a 
pastor friend of mine for safety and protection. I didn't have a good feeling.ô She added, óI want to give encouragement and 
plant a seed with my brothers and sisters in the Lord and with unsaved people that we can overcome and God is in control. 
I believe the leaders in this town, state and government shouldn't take this lightly.ô 

Pray: for God to minister to and through the families of those shot by police in recent months, for an end to police 
attitudes of fear causing them to assume they need to take lethal action. (Ps.23:4) 

More: http://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2016/september/tales-of-faith-love-and-hope-in-charlotte-chaos 

 
 
 



 Pakistan: Aasia Bibi appeal next week 

Lift up in prayer Aasia Bibiôs upcoming appeal at the Supreme Court, which is due to take place in the second week of 
October. Asia Bibi, a Christian woman sentenced to death after drinking water meant for her Muslim colleagues, will have 
her appeal heard by Pakistanôs Supreme Court in October. Bibi was accused of blasphemy after the incident, and has been 
held in custody since June 2009. In November 2010 she was sentenced to death. There has been international pressure 
calling for her release. The Anglican Consultative Council, at its meeting in Lusaka in April, called for a fresh investigation 
into her case, leading to her óhonourable acquittal.ô The primate of Australia described the case as a disgraceful application 
of Pakistanôs blasphemy law that brought tragedy and shame upon that beautiful nation. Aasia Bibiôs appeal was originally 
scheduled for 26 March, but was cancelled amid increased protests from Pakistanôs Muslim community. 

Pray: for a fair and just hearing, and that death sentence chants will not affect the decision or cause a backlash 
against Christian communities. Pray for Godôs protection as the appeal gets under way. (Ps.31:19) 

More: http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2016/08/date-set-for-asia-bibis-supreme-court-blasphemy-appeal.aspx 

 

 Global: making a difference 1 

This is Dawnôs story: óWhen I was 12 the Vietnam crisis occurred. My parents, who at the time lived in Ontario, Canada, 
helped the Vietnamese óboat peopleô through a small Bible study group. This grew from helping one family to supporting five 
families. When I was a teenager, the Ethiopian famine occurred. I recall reaching out to World Vision to see how I could 
help, but they said there was little I could do, I chose to study to become a nurse, to help others, to make a difference. After 
marrying and having three children we proceeded with three international adoptions from China and Ethiopia.ô Dawn goes 
on to tell how she and her husband have helped Syrian refugees in the present crisis to start a new chapter in their lives, 
giving their children opportunities that their parents could only dream of. 

Pray: for more people to adopt refugees emotionally, physically and spiritually. (Ex.12:49) 

More: http://www.sbs.com.au/news/dateline/article/2016/09/26/making-difference-why-i-decided-sponsor-syrian-
refugees-my-home-town 

  

 Global: making a difference 2 

If the world wonôt take the refugees, then 6-year-old Alex will. At least, he has offered to take in one Syrian, the child 
photographed last month while he sat in the back of an ambulance, his head dusty and bloodied after a bomb hit his 
familyôs home. Alex wrote to President Obama, óDo you remember the boy who was picked up by the ambulance in Syria? 
Can you please go get him and bring him to my home?ô Obama read the note recently at the UN leadersô summit on 
refugees, and posted it online. Obama chided world leaders for not doing enough to help refugees, calling the global 
refugee crisis óone of the most urgent tests of our time.ô 65 million people are displaced from their homes; most of them 
come from countries of great poverty, or as in Syriaôs case, that have experienced prolonged war. For a transcript of the 
letter, click the óMoreô button. 

Pray: for more people to display the humanity that Alex displayed, without cynicism or suspicion. (Lev.19:10) 

More: http://www.sbs.com.au/guide/article/2016/09/23/alex-will-take-syrias-refugees?cx_navSource=related-side-
cx#cxrecs_s 

 

 Islamic criminal law 

Islamic law originated on the Arabian peninsula in the 7th century AD, a jurisprudence shaped by specific circumstances 
and therefore limited to individual cases. It is barely compatible with the requirements of a modern, technological society, 
but still regarded by many theologians as divinely given and therefore beyond question. A consistent application of its 
drastic forms of corporal punishment (amputation, lashing, execution, crucifixion, retribution) results in torture, crippling or 
inhuman forms of execution. The application of the Shariôa is particularly shameful where inbuilt curbs such as the 
requirement of four witnesses or due process are set aside, and influential rulers employ it as a means of repression 
against powerless minorities - often Christians. Although Shariôa has been highly controversial in the UK, harsh penalties 
are currently unknown. See also http://www.islaminstitut.de/View-article.89+M5606a3c7214.0.html 

Pray: for Islamic courts of law to be fair, and for lines to be drawn between religion and regulation. (Ro.6:14) 

More: https://fullfact.org/law/uks-sharia-courts/ 
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